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Memoirs of Regnard, the celebrated French Poet. 


HE life of this celebrated French comic poet appears to 

have been a life of real romance. He was born at Paris 
in 1647. His great paflion throughout life was that of travel- 
ling. In returning from Italy to France by an Englifh mer- 
chant fhip, he was taken prifoner by an Algerine veflel, and 
carried with the reft of the crew to Algiers, where he was fold 
for a flave to one of the principal perfons of that city. Reg- 
nard being a very good cook, was, in confequence of his know- 
ledge in that very ufeful art, taken notice of by his mafter, and 
treated with great lenity. He was however deteéted in an ins 
trigue* with one of the women of his mafter’s feraglio, and was 
fentenced either to be impailed, or toturn Mahometan. The 
French conful at Algiers, who had juft received a very confide- 
rable fum of money to purchafe Regnard’s liberty, made ufe of 
itto procure him both that and his life. Regnard, again a free 
man, returned to France; baving however the ** goat de la 
vie vagabonde” (as he calls it), he travelled into Flanders and 
Holland, and from thence to Denmark—the fovereign of which 
country advifing him to vifit Lapland, he and two other French- 
men (whom he chanced to meet at Copenhagen) went together 
into Lapland, as far as the extremity of the Gulph of Borneo, 
and extended their travels even to the Frozen Sea. Stopping 
here, as they could not poflibly go any farther, Regnard had thefe 
lines engraved upon a ftone on a mountain near that immenfe 
lepofitory of ice: 


Vol. 39. 2 Z Gallia 


* The principal circumftances of this intrigue Regnard has worked 


wp into a novel called La Provencale. 


- 
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Gallia nos genuit, vidit nos Africa, Gangem 
Haufimus, Europamque oculis luftravimus orfinem, 
Cafibus et variis aéti terraque marique 

Siftimus hic tandem qua nobis defuit orbis.” 


In Gallia born, by feorching Afric view’'d, 
And bath’d in Ganges’ confecrated flood, 
We've feen whate’er of nature and of art, 

To wond’ring eyes all Europe can impart ; 
By fate’s kind power enabled to withftand 
The various perils of the fea and land. 

Here then we ftop, here fix our laft retreat ; 
Where the world clofes on our wandering feet. 


No one feems to have felt more fenfibly, or to have defcribed 
more forcibly, the miferies of an idle and undefignated life than 
M. Regnard. In fome port in which he was becalmed, he thus 
exprefles his fenfations on the fubje&:—** The whole time in 
which we were becalmed,” fays he “ was not entirely loft to 
me. Every day I went to the top of fome high and pointed 
rock, from which the view of the fea, and of the precipices that 
furrounded it, correfponded perfeétly well with my meditations. 
In thefe converfations with my felf, 1 laid open my own felf to 
myfelf. Iendeavoured to difcover, inthe very inmoft recefles 
of my heart, the fentiments that had been before concealed from 
me;.and I faw them as they were in reality, and without dif- 
guife.. I threw my eyes back upon the agitations of my paf 
life, where I faw defigns without execution, and enterprizes 
without fuccefs. 1 confidered my prefent ftate of life, my con- 
tinual change of place, my conftant though ufelefs traveis, and 
the continual emotions with whichI was harraffed. I recognifed 
myfelf but too well under every one of thefe fituations, into 
which mere caprice, mére ficklenefs had direéted me, without 
being able to allow even my vanity and felf-love to tell me any 
thing in my favour. I then began to make a juft eftimate of 
what I had been doing: I became but too fenfible how contrary 
all that I had ever done was to the proper bufinefs of lite— 
which confifts in quiet and tranquillity ; and that that happy 
ftate of mind is only to be found in fome agreeable profeffion or 
bufinefs, which arrefts the human mind in the fame manner as an 
anchor flopsa velffel in the midft of aftorm. 

“ There is perhaps,” adds M. Regnard, “ nothing more dif- 
ficult in human life than the choice of a profeffion. Hence it 
happens that there are fo many perfons who live without any 
profeflion, and who exift in a perpetual and difgraceful indo- 
lence, not {pending their time in the way which they would wilh 
to {pend it, but as they have been accuftomed to fpend it, whe- 
ther from their apprehenfion of difficulties, from their love o 
idlenels, 
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idlenefs, or their diflike to labour. The life of thefe miferable 
perfons is a ftate of perpetual agitation ; and if at an advanced 
period of life they feemed to be fixed to any thing, it is not the 
diflike to motion, but their inability to move, that is the caufe 
of it. Thefe perfons are continually accufing fortune of having 
treated them ill: they are continually complaining of the bad- 
nefs of the times, and the wickednefs of the age. They are 
continually flying from one place to another, and are never 
pleafed with any. In winter they are too cold, in fummer they 
ae too hot. If they make a voyage by fea, they are foon tired 
of the inconveniencies of being on fhip-board; if they travel 
by land, they are incommoded by duft, by bad horfes, by bad 
inns. If they goto any place, they are foon tired of it, and go 
to fome other place. Thus flying ever from themfelves, they 

always carry withthem their own inconflancy of mind, yet ap- 

pear to forget that the caufe of their wretchednefs is within 

themfelves, and do not remember what Horace has long ago old 

them : 


ce . . 
Patria quis exul 
Se quoque fugit ?” 


Which is thus exquifitely tranflated by Mr. Haftings :— 


** What vagrant from his native land 
** E’er left himfelf behind ?”’ 





leters written during an Excurfion through France to Geneva. 


(Continued from Page 286.) 


Mutt deviate from the prudifh regularity of a journal in order 

to give you adefcription, now that the impreffion is frefh, of 
afpeciacle with which I have been juft treated :—We yefterday 
learned by mere accident that the premier conful holds a parade 
on every decade in the court of the Thuilleries, and that this is 
the regular day for that purpofe. As noone canenter the palace 
on this occafion without a ticket of admiffion, we fent to M. 
Perrégaux, the banker, who is amember of the fenate, and con- 
fequently a man of high rank in the republic, to folicit his affif. 
lance in procuring us tickets, which with his accuftomed polite. 
nefs he returned by the valet. The Thuilleries was full without 
tontufion: the foldiers preferved excellent order: we afcended 
the flairs, and made our way with very little difficulty to the door 
of the antechamber, when immediately on telling the guard that 
we were Englifh, he opened it, and ufhered us intoan elegant and 
pacious room, the windows of which——“‘ Here’s the {mell 
2Z2 of 
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‘of the blood ftill: all the perfumes of Arabia will not fweeten” 
thefe chambers! One really could hardly enter them without 
horror at the remembrance of the many foul and mid-day mur. 
ders, which had been fo recently perpetrated on the very floor 
one was walking on. 

The windows of this room look into the court-yard where the 
parade was to be exhibited: it was filled with field officers and 
renerals, the flower of the French commanders, many of whom 
bear on their undaunted brow the moft honourable evidence of 
their valour in the day of battle. We were not more delighted 
than furprifed at the variety and furpafling richnefs of the mili. 
tary dreffes: our friend ****, who, you know, is a little fafti. 
dious and critical in thefe things, and who has had the opportu. 
nity of comparing with each other the military habiliments of 
Various countries, acknowledged, I believe with fome little re. 
lu€tance, that the elegance, f{plendour, and even fumptuoufnels 
of thefe dreffes, exceeded any thing of the fort he had ever be. 
fore feen. 

Among the fuperior officers, not merely the caps, and coats, 
and belts, but the pantaloons, the Heflian boots, and {purs, were 
many of them richly wrought with gold and filver: but the 
drefs which, from its peculiar rarity, in this country, was mof 
generally attra&tive, though for obvious reafons not particularly 
fo to myfelf, was that of a Highland officer in his regimentals: 
he appeared to be about four or five and thirty years of age, 
was of lofty and athletic ftatute, and in every refpeét, I think, 
the handfomeft and beft-formed man inthe room. The momeot 
he entered, every eye was direéted to him; and wherever he 
placed himfelf, a circle foon formed itfelf around him, where 
the mufcularity of his naked limbs excited general admi- 
Tation. 

After enjoying for three quarters of an hour the fplendid 
{cene which was before us, the approach of the French colours 
was announced by the Marfeillois hymn, which the band in the 
court-yard played with confiderable effe€&t. The colours were 
conduéted by the body-guard of the Firft Conful, through the 
ante-chamber into the room of audience: they were faluted by 
the foldiers on guard, who opened an inftant paffage for the pro- 
cefon, Another half hour elapfed when the folding doors 
of the audience-room were thrown open, the watch-word 
refounded through the Thuilleries, and the colours returned 
preceding “ The great warrior and the great pacificator” down 
to the court, where he mounted a very beautiful milk-white 
charger, and infpe&ted the parade of about feven thoufand troops, 
confifting of horfe, foot, and cannon. 

Bonaparte was clothed in the confular drefs, fcarlet velvet, 
lightly embroidered: he paffed through the line which was 


formed for him with rather a quick unflately flep, and evidently 
courted 
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courted not attention: if you afk me a defcription of his 
perfon, which I had twice an excellent opportunity ot obferving, 
being each time in the front of the row through which he paffed 
and repaffed, J fhall refer you to the bufts which this nation of 
iconolaters have doubtlefs exported into England. Bonaparte 
is a {mall but well-proportioned man : his moft pale, fallow, and 
emaciated countenance, bears indubitable marks of deep and 
fearful thinking: a deje€tion and melancholy which is commu- 
nicative have poffeffed it, and are only relieved by his dark 
piercing eye, which, though it wanders not with vagrant curi- 
ofity or idle fportfulnefs, by no means partakes of the general 
unhealthinefs of his appearance. The care-worn countenance 
of Bonaparte impreffes one with the idea that it has never known 
the fweet-relaxation of a {mile: of late probably it has not; he 
is faid to keep his left hand in ignorance of what his right hand 
does, and to have no bofom-friend, but, like Junius, to be the 
fole repofitory of his own fecrets. 

When his hat is off, the Firft Conful is almoft identified in his 
bufts: a more living likenefs it is impofhible to imagine; his 
hair is dark, and fomewhat long, uncuried, unpowdered,—in 
fhort, you may fee Bonaparte in every fhop window. 

But to the parade: Bonaparte was attended by a few general 
oficers—twelve or fifteen perhaps—mounted on chargers richly 
caparifoned, and by a favourite Mameluke, whom he is faid to 
have brought with him from Egypt; he was employed during a 
confiderable time in prefenting with his own hand, mufkets, 
{words, cutlafles, &c. to non-commiffioned officers and foldiers, 
marks of high honour, weil earned, mo doubt, by meritorious 
fervice. 

Iam inclined to fufpeé a little afefation in the condu& of 
this parade; the difcipline of the French troops in the field of 
battle is generally acknowledged, and the difcomfiture of almoft 
every European power has cxtorted a confeflion of their valour 
and perfeverance; yet the parade was conduéted in a manner 
very inferior to what may be feen almoft every day in Enge 
land: the foldiers did not march twenty paces, preferving 
themfelves in a ftraight line; an Englith drill-ferjeant would 
certainly have rapped fome of their knuckles with his cane. 
In fhort, the difcipline appeared altogether very lax and unwar- 
like; fo little accuflomed, however, am 1 to this fort of fight, 
and fo little converfant with the degree of flriétnefs which is 
ufually preferved in the management of them, that I thould 
{carcely have ventured to give an opinion on the prefent occa 
fon, if it had not been corroborated by that of our friend ****, 

and by that of feveral Englifh who were in the Thuilleries. 
Confident in the vi€torious march of the French troops when in 
actual engagement, does the Firft Conful look down with con. 
tempt 
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tempt cn that domettic ftriétnefs in military manceuvre which all 
* regular governments” think neceffary to preferve? 

The heavy horfes feem to be very good ones; they are pow. 
erful animals, and kept in high condition: their colour is black; 
As to the light horfes, they are of all colours, and look as. if 
they had been juft imported from the Highlands otf Scotland: 
mean and unmartial as is their appearance, they are reputed to 
be capable of enduring very great fatigue; they are bred in 
Normandy, and have the prime requifites Of being fure-footed, 
fleet, and hardy. 

After the parade was over, Bonaparte, attended as before, 
paffed through the ante-chamber, receiving petitions, &c. and 
held his levee in the room of audience. I am juft returned, 
very highly gratified, as you cannot but perceive. Farewell for 
the prefent : to-merrow, if I have opportunity, I will lengthen 
this long letter. 

(To be continued. ) 








The Poffibility of preventing, and of averting, the Effetis of 
Thunder. 


[From Euler’s Letters on Phyfics and Philofophy.} 


T has been afked, whether it might not be poffible to pre- 

vent, or to avert, the fatal effefis of thunder? You are well 
aware of the importance of the queflion, and under what obli- 
gation I fhould lay a number of worthy people, were I able 
to indicate an infallible method of finding proteétion againf 
thunder. 

The knowledge of the nature and effeéts of eletricity, permits 
me not to doubt that the thing is poffible. I corref{ponded fome 
time ago with a Moravian prieft, named Procopius Divifch, who 
affured me that he had averted, during a whole fummer, every 
thunder-ftorm which threatened his own habitation and the 
neighbourhood, by means of a machine conftruéted on the prin- 
ciples of eleétricity. Several perfons, fince arrived from that 
country, have aflured me that the faét is undoubted, and confirmed 
by irrefiftible proof. 

But there are many ref{pelable chara&ers, who, on the fuppo- 
fition that the thing is prafticable, would have their f{cruples 
refpeéting the lawfulnefs of employing fuch a prefervative. 
The ancient pagans, no doubt, would have confidered him as im- 
pious, who fhould have prefumed to interfere with Jupiter, in the 
dire@tion of histhunder. Chriftians, who are affured that thun- 
der is the work of God, and that divine providence frequently 
employs it to punifh the wickednefs of men, might with equal 
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reafon alledge, that it was impiety to attempt to oppofe the courfe 
of fovereign jultice. 

Without involving myfelf inthis delicate difcufhon, I remark 
that conflagrations, deluges, and many other general calamities, 
are likewife the means employed by providence to punifh the 
fins of men; but no one, furely, ever will pretend, that it is 
unlawful to prevent, or refift, the progrefs of a frre-or an inun- 
dation. Hence I infer, that it is perfeétly lawful to ufe the 
means of prevention againft the effeéts of thunder, if they are 
attainable. 

The melancholy accident which befel Mr. Richmann at 
Peterfburgh, demonflrates, that the thunder-ftroke which this 
gentleman unhappily. attraéted to himfelf, would undoubtedly 
have fallen fome where elfe, and that fuch place thereby ef{caped ; 
it can therefore no longer remain a queftion whether it be poflible 
to conduét thunder to one place in preference to another; and 
this feems-to bring us near our mark. 

It would, no doubt, be a matter of {till greater importance, to 
have it in our power to diveft the clouds of their electric force, 
without being under the neceflity of expofing any one place 
to the ravages of thunder; we fhould, in that cafe, altogether 
prevent thefe dreadful effeéts, which terrify fo great a part of 
mankind. 

This appears by no means impoflible ; and the Moravian prieft, 
whom I mentioned above, unqueftionably effeéted it; for I have 
been affured, that his machinery fenfibly attraéted the clouds, and 
conftrained them to defcend quietly ina diftillation, without any 
but a very diftant thunder-clap. 

The experiment of a bar of iron, in a very elevated fituation, 
which becomes eleétric on the approach of a thunder- form, 
may lead us to the conftruétion of a fimilar machine, as it is cer- 
tain, that in proportion as the bar difcharges its ele¢tricity, the 
clouds muft lofe precifely the fame quantity ; but it muft be cone 
trivedin fuch a manner, that the bars may immediately difcharge 
the ether which they have attrafted. 

It would be neceflary, for this purpofe, to procure for them a 
free communication with a poo!, or with the bowels of the earth, 
which, by means of their open pores, may eafily receive a much 
greater quantity of wther, and difperfe it over the whole immenfe 
extent of the earth, fo that the compreflion of the zther may 
not become fenfible in any particular fpot. ‘This communication 
is very eafy by means of chains of iron, or any other metal, 
which will, with great rapidity, carry off the ather with which 
the bars are furcharged. 

I would advife the fixing of flrong bars of iron, in very ele- 
vated fituations, and feveral of them together, their higher extre- 
muty to terminate in a point, as this figure is very much adapted 
to the attraction of eleétricity. I would, afterward, attach long 
chains 
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chains of iron to thefe bars, which I would condu& under 
ground into a pool, Jake, or river, there to difcharge the ele&ri. 
city ; and I have no doubt, that after making repeated effays, the 
means may be certainly difcovered of rendering fuch machinery 
more commodious, and more certain in its‘ effect. 

It is abundantly evident, that on the approach of a thunder. 
ftorm, the zther, with which the clouds are furcharged, would 
be tran{mitted in great abundance into thefe bars, which would 
thereby become very elettric, unlefs the chains furnifhed to the 
wther a free paflage, to {pend itfelf in the water, and in the bowels 
of the earth. 

The ether of the clouds would continue, therefore, to enter 
quietly into the bars, and would, by its agitation, produce a light 
which might be vifible on the pointed extremities. 

Such light is, accordingly, often obferved, dusing a ftorm, on 
the fummit of {pires, an infallible proof that the ether of the 
cloud is there quietly difcharging ufelf ; and every one confiders 
this as a very good fign, of the harmlefs abforption of many 
thunder-ftrokes. 

Lights are likewife frequently obferved at fea, on the tops of 
the mails of fhips, known to failors by the name of Caftor and 
Pollux ; and when fuch figns are vifible, they confider them. 
felves as fafe from the ftroke of thunder. 

Moft philofophers have ranked thefe phanomena among vul- 
gar {uperftitions; but we are now fully aflured, that fuch 
fentiments are uot without foundation; indeed they are in- 
finitely better founded than many of our philofophic reve. 
ries. 








New INSTANCES of SAGACITY im DOGS. 





To the EDITOR, 

Sir, 
O fpecies of information is received more generally and 
with greater pleafure than natural hiftory, particularly the 
hiftory of the inferior animals. We are delighted to obferve 
the fuperiority of the human mind to the reft of the creation; 
and with a confcious pride we behold inftinét employing its ut 
moft efforts in vain to emulate the operations of reafon. Hence 
it comes that we are more furprifed and delighted by thofe ac- 
tions of animals that approach nearett the aftions of man. The 
bird that fings, the parrot that chatters, and the monkey that 
mimics our geflures, all obtain a peculiar place in our regard. 
But thofe animals who difcover a fagacity approaching to reafon 
are our favourites. The horfe, the cat, and, above all, the dog, 
is our friend and companion. ‘This laft animal emulates not 
enly the mental powers of man, but even fome of the human 
o virtues. 
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virtues. The amazing fagacity of the dog, his gratitude, his 
unfhaken fidelity, that acute fenfe of fhame which often betrays 
his faults, and ehat con{cioufnefs of good defert with which he 
comes to claim the reward of his fervices, all thefe cireumftances 
approximate very clofely to what we obferve ia the human cha- 
racter. Thefe qualities, together with his great utility for various 
purpofes, have rendered him the conftant attendant and princi 
pal favourite of man. Every anecdote therefore that tends to 
elucidate the nature and powers of this very fuperior animal, 
maft be particularly amufing and interefting to all the lovers of 
natural hiftory. 

The followmg are completely authentic, which is, perhaps, 
one of the firft recommendations to anecdotes of this nature. 
“ A gentleman who ufually fpent the winter months in the capi- 
tat of North Britain, having gone with his family to pafs the 
fummer at his country feat, left the care of his townsrefidence, 
together with a favourite houfe dog, to fome fervants who were 
placed at board-wages. The dog foon found board-wages very 
fhort allowance ; and to make up-the deficiency, he had recourfe 
tothe kitchen of a friend of his mafter’s, which in better days 
he had occafionally vifited. By a hearty meal, whieh he re 
ceived there daily, he was enabled to keep himfelf in good con- 
dition, till the return of his mafter’s family to town on the ap- 
proach of winter. 

“ Though now reftored to the enjoyment of plenty at home, 
and ftanding im no need of foreign liberality, he did not forget 
that hofpitable kitchen where he had found a refource in his ad- 
verfity. A few days after, happening to faunter about the ftreets, 
he fell in with a duck, which, as he found it in no private pond, 
he probably concluded to be no private property. He fnatched 
up the duck in his teeth, carried it to the kitchen where he had 
been fo hofpitably fed, laid it at the cook’s feet, with many polite 
movements of his tail, and then feampered off with much feem- 
ing complacency at having given this teftimony of his grateful 
fenfe of favours.” 

The following anecdote is an inftance of that fagacity and at- 
tachment which fo juftly contribute to make the dog our favow- 
rite “ Thofe valleys, or gens, as they are called by the na- 
tives, which interfeft the Grampian mountains, are chiefly inha- 
bited by fhepherds. The paftures, over which each flock is per« 
mitted to range, extend many miles in every direttion. The 
fhepherd never has a view of his whole flock at once, except 
when they tre colleéted for the purpofe of fale or fhearing. 
His occupation is to make daily excurfions to the different ex- 
tremities of his paftures in fucceffion; and to turn back, by 
means of his dog, any ftragglers that may be approaching the 
boundaries of his neighbours. 

Vol. 39. 9A * In 
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** In one of thefe excurfions,a fhepherd happened to carry 
along with him one of his children, an infant about three years 
old.. This is an wfual pra&tice among the Highlanders, who ac. 
cuftom their children from the earlieft infancy to endure the 
rigours of the climate. After traverfing his paflures for fome 
time, attended by his dog, the fhepherd found: himfelf under the 
neceflity of afcending a fummit at fome diltance, to have a more 
extenfive view of his range. As the afcent, was too fatiguing 
for the child, he left him.ona {mall plain at the bottom, with 
ftrigt injunétions not to flir from it till his return. Scarcely, 
however, had he gained the fummit, when the horizon was fud. 
denly..darkened by one of thofe impenetrable mifts, which fre. 
a4uently defcend fo rapidly amidft thefe mountains. as, in the 
Space of afew minutes, almoft to turn day to night 

“ The anxious father inftantly haftened back to find his child; 
but, owing to the unufual darknefs and his own trepudation, he 
unfortunately miffed his way in the defcent.. After.a fruitlels 
refearch of many hours amongft the dangerous moraffes and ca. 
taraéls, with which thefe mountains abound, he was at length 
overtaken by night. Still wandering on without knowing whi- 
ther, he at length came to the verge of the mift, and, by the 
light of the moon, difcovered that he had reached the bottom 
of his valley, and was now within a fhort .diftance of his 
cottage ; torenew the fearch that night, was equally fruitlefs and 
dangerous. He .was therefore obliged to return.to his cottage, 
having loft both his, child, and his dog who had attended him 
faithfully for years. 

““ Next morning by day-break, the fhepherd, accompanied by 
a band of his neighbours, fet, out in fearch of. his child; but, 
alter a day {pent in fruitlefs fatigue he was at la{t compelled by 
tle approach of night to defcend from the mountain. On re- 
turning to his cottage, he found that the dog, which he had lof 
the day before, had been home, and on receiving a picce of cake 
had inftantly, gone off again. Tor feveral fucceflive days the 
fhepherd renewed the fearch for his child, and ftill on returming 
home at evening difappvintedto his cottage, he. found that the 
dog had been homie, and, on, receiving his ufual allowance of 
cake, had inflantly difappeared. 

Struck with this fiugular.circumftance, he remained at home 
one day ; and when the dog, as ufual, departed with his piece 
of cake, he refolved to follow him, and find out the caule 
of this ilrange procedure. The dog led the way to a cataratt, 
at fome diftance from the {pot where the fhepherd had left his 
child. The banks of the cataraét, almoft joined at the top, yet 
feparated by an aby{s of immenfe depth, prefented that appear- 
ance which fo often aflonifhes and appals the travellers that 
frequent the Grampian mountains; and indicates that thefe ftu- 
pendous chafms were not the filent work of time, but che fudden 
effect 





effed 
thefe 
gan, 

into 
the t 
enter 
infant! 
brous 
youn 
in wl 
to the 
down 
had 3 
mean 
preve 
allow 
or day 
then | 
Ccottag 


6} 


an in¢ 
manu 
his po 
for cc 
with t 
Mr. 
profec 
dock } 
there 
then f 
whom 
gal tr 
by ma 
metal 
It a 
two ye 
nails v 
from 
man hi 





ry 
ars 


the 
me 
the 


ing 
rith 
ly, 
ud. 


Te. 


me 
sce 
ufe 
et, 
his 
yet 











THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 311 


effet of fome violent convulfion of the earth. Down one of 
thele rugged and.almoft perpendicular defcents, the dog be- 
gan, without hefitation, to make his way, and at laft difappeared 
into a cave, the mouth of which was almoft upon a level with 
the torrent.’ The fhepherd with ‘difficulty followed; but -on 
entering the cave,'what were his emotions, when he beheld -his 
infant eating with much fatisfaétion the cake which the dog had 
brought him; whrle the faithful animal flood ‘by, eyeing his 
young charge with the utmoft complacence! From the fituation 
in which the child was found, it appears that he had wandered 
tothe brink of the precipice, and then either fallen or ferambled 
down-till he reached the cave; which ‘the dread of the-torrent 
had afterwards prevented him from quitting. ‘The dog by 
means of his fcent had traced him to the fpot; and afterwards 
prevented hitn from ftarving by giving up to him his own daily 
allowance. He appears never'to have guitted the child by night 
or day, except when it was neceifary to go tor its’ food; and 
then he was always feen running at full {peed to and from the 
cottage.’ 





INTERESTING TRIAL 





SOMERSET SPRING ASSIZES, 


Tue Kino verfus Tuomas Pyke, Esg. 

N Monday the 5th of April, 1802, came on to be tried, at 

Taunton, before Mr. Juftice Le Blanc and a {pecial jury, 
an indiéiment againft Mr. Pyke, an eminent japan and hardware 
manufacturer, and a banker alfo, at Bridgewater, for having in 
his pofleflion naval ftores marked with the king’s mark, and alfo 
for concealing the fame, which are offences made punifhable 
with tranfportation by a ftatute of the prefent king. 

Mr. Dallas, for the crown, ftated the great importance of the 
profecution, from the enormous plunder which took place in the 
dock yards, and which could not exift to fo great an extent were 
there not fo many fraudulent receivers of ftolen goods. He 
then proceeded to {tate the evidence to be given againfl Mr. Pyke, 
whom he faid would be found to have been engaged in this ille- 
gal trafic to a great extent for fome years palit, as would appear 
by many witnefles who worked in the manufaftory, and the 
metal with the king’s mark would alfo be produced, 

It appeared by the evidence of Juff, the informer, that within 
two years he had melted down feveral hundred weight of boiet 
nails within the knowledge of his mafter; that they were taken 
from a hole under a trap door in the manufaétory ;. and this 
man having atterwards laid an information before the magutrates 
a 4 at 
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at Bridgewater, feven or eight pounds of nails, with the king’s 
broad arrow, were produced in court, as having been found by 
the conftables on their fearch. The illegal ftores were, he faid, 
delivered to him by different perfons, four or five in number, 
whom he named; and he {wore that once when he was at work 
with king’s nails, his matter, the defendant, faid that the metal 
he was at work with were ftores; that they were too good for 
his work, and were ordered by’ him to be carried into another 
part of the manufaftory. Buton the crofs-examination of this 
man by Mr. Erfkine, the cafe affumed a very different com. 
plexion indeed, which was confirmed by the refult of the trial. 
This man confeffed, that though he had lived with Mr. Pyke 
fourteen years, he had never feen nails with their heads off fill 
within a tew months; that though he had {worn to the melting 
of hundreds of weight, he had never told Mr. Pyke, nor could 
he {wear that any body elfe had ever told him, that there were 
metals with the king’s mark in the manufaéture ; and he admitted 
that Mr, Pyke only faw two nails that he was at work with lying 
On atub; and he could not {wear that thofe two had any mark, 
nor did he even venture to {wear that he had hinted to his mafter 
that there were any fuch on his premifes. He was forced alfo 
to admit that two of the boys who had brought him the king’s 
nails to work with were apprentices whom he had incited to run 
away from their mafter, telling them that they would get rid of 
their indentures when their mafter was tranfported ; and he was 
obliged alfoto confefs that he expeéted by the fame means to get 
rid of his own engagement, which had ten years to run. He 
was forced alfo to admit that he had a grudge againft his mafter, 
though he faid he had never expreffed it when he was fober; 
andthe metals, inftead of being found concealed by Mr. Pyke, 
had been fomehow or other got together by the witnefs, and hid 
by himfelf in places to which he carried the officers on the 
fearch, and the whole that he had picked out were feven pounds 
weight, which were brought upon a fheet of paper into court, 
The hole under the trap door alfo turned out to be a place in 
the public front fhop, open to every body, without any lock to 
#t, and generally open ten times a day, amidft all the workmen 
and townfpeople frequenting the fhop as cuftomers. 

The other men and boys mentioned by the informer were then 
called by the crown; but after what the informer had admitted 
concerning them, their evidence feemed to make no impreflion 
on the jury. 

Mr. Erfkine afterwards, in his fpeech tothe jury, laid before 
them the whole courfe of this gentleman’s trade for near fifty 
years, which had been carried on in the moft public manner, and 
with the moft laudable caution, to prevent the reception of any 
fufpicious metals. He faid all his books were in court 


to fhew that he had ever paid the fair market prices, and the 
clerks 
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clerks who kept them would prove the repeated cautions given 
them on the fubjeét by their mafter, and the uniform communis 
cation of them to the different cuftomers throughout the country. 
Mr, Erfkine faid that the profeeution, though perfe&ly fit on the 
part of the crown, on the cafe laid before it, and very fair and 
honourably eondubied, had been renderéd popular, he was afraid, 
from political heats in Bridgewater, and the wretches who had 
given evidence had, perhaps, received more credit on the outfet 
than a judicious confideration of the fubje& would have fug- 
gefted; that the profecution had thrown a-moit honourable and 
re(peétable family into the deepeft afflition, which be had per- 
fonally witneffed, and which greatly affe¢ted him; and that he 
would haften therefore to return his client to them, with the 
confolation which their acquittal of him could alone admuinif- 
te. Mr. Erfkine faid, he fhould take no formal obje&tion, nor 
make any minute obfervation. Thé iffue was, honeft man or 
knave; as they found Mr. Pyke to be the one or the other, they 
would give their verdiét. 

Many witnefles were then called, and after an able reply trom 
Mr. Dallas, and an impartial fumming up from the judge, the 
jury, which was a full f{pecial jury, almof immediately returned 
their verdiét in favour of Mr. Pyke. 

Notwithftanding the greateft prejudice had been railed againt 
this gentleman, there was a clapping in the court, which the 
wthority of the judge was found neceffary to reprefs.—The 
trial lafted above twelve hours. 


es 





ACCOUNT of the GIANT’s CAUSEWAY. 





THE following interefting account is copied from the Belfalt 
News Letter, wherein it bas excited great attention :— 

“ The Giant's Caufeway has been often compared to an hos 
atycomb, which it certainly refembles much; but accurateobe 
fevers find a very ftriking difference between their component 
priims. The powers of the bee feem to be limited; he can 
conftruét his cells of no other figure than a regular hexagon, 
that i is with fix fides. 

‘ Mathematicians well know that the hexagon is the only 
regular figure (with more fides than four), of which a number 
put together completely fill up fpace. 

‘Yet it appears that in the Giant’s Caufeway, the fpace is 
compleatly filled without any fuch limitation, figures of every 
umber of fides from three to eight,as Dr. Hamilton obferves, 
being intermixed, yet the {pace is acc urately filled up as in the 
toneycomb, and fo clofely as to hold water when an hollow in 
the furface fuffers it to colleé. ss 

The 
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** The extreme regularity of the Giant’s Caufeway pillars 
has much embarraffed naturalifts: fome afcribe their regularity 
to cryftallization; but the celebrated Mr. Kirwan has fthewn 
that in many particulars thefe prifms differ from all known 
cry ftals. 

** Some modern philofophers follow the opinion of a French 
naturalift, a Monfieur Defmareft, who fuppofed the Giant's 
Caufeway to be of volcanic origin, and that its regular prifms 
were formed inthe currents of lava as they cooled. To this it 
has been flrongly objeéted that-fimilar figures have not. been 
found in the currents:‘of any known volcano. 

** Dr. Hamilton and Monfieur Monnet alledged that thefe 
prifms were found in the heart of the volcano, at the bottom of 
its crater, and that we muft wait until the mountain decays betore 
we can difcover them. . 

* But they cannot have been formed there, as regular bafalt 
prifms abound on the tops of mountains, and alfo feveral ranges 
of them (as appears from Mr. Robinfon’s. pi€ture), are found 
over one another; which, had they been in the crater of a vol. 
cano, mutt have all melted into one mafs; befides, thefe gentle. 
men make us wait too long for proof. 

“* Mr. Rafpe obferving that the Giant’s Caufeway ran into 
the fea, and conceiving it to be a current of lava, fuppofed that 
fome unknown quality in the falt water, together with the 
fudden cooling, occafioned the material of which it was com- 
pofed, to aflume regular forms. 

“* But many currents of lava have been found in diferent 
parts of the world running into the fea, while prifims like thofe 
at the Giant’s Caufeway have not been obferved at any ol 
them. 

““ Dr. Hutton, adhering to the igneous fyftem, but giving up 
the ufual mode of producing lava by volcanic eruptions, affirms 
that all bafalt (the ftone of which the Giant’s Caufeway is 
formed) is lava, firft fufed, and then confolidated in the bowels 
of the earth, whence it was elevated to its furface, and to the 
tops of our mountains, by the expanfive force of fubterranean 
fre. 

“* Wild as this fafhionable theory muft appear, and contrary 
to all probability, it is alfo unfupported by any fpecies of 
proof. 

‘“* Though bafalt has for a long time been pretty generally 
confidered as a volcanic produétion, yet more accurate modern 
obfervers have difcovered many circumftances which thew i 
never could have been in fufion—for inftance, nip 

“All lavas abound with air-holes, while not a fingle cavity's 
to be found in any of our bafalts, except what are mentione 
below. 

** All 
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* All lavas are accompanied by fcorigw, not a, particle of 
which is to be found at the Giant’s Caufeway, or any where on 
our coalt*, 

*€ Marine fhells and their impreflions, have lately been difco- 
vered in fome of our bafaltst, this proves they never were in 
fufion, as fuch fubitances calcine and turn into lime with a very 
moderate heat. 

“* Bafale. pillars have alfo_been lately found:with cavities, 
filled with frefh water; a faét incompatible with igneous fu- 
fion}. 

“* Mr. Kirwan derives everything from aquateous folution; 
and fays that the material of whith our Caufeway is formed, was 
{plit inta‘colamns by deficcation. 

“Eminent as this great man undoubtedly is, in the chemical 
and mineralogical branches of natural hiftory, yet, on this fub- 
je&t, his theory feems to be as infufficient as thofe of.any of his 
ptedeceflors ; for his fyftem does not account for: the delicate 
articulations of our pillars, by far the moft curious circumftance 
attending them. : 

“ This theory too is incompatible with the different ranges 
or frata of pillars placed on one another with. foljd rock be- 
tween them. ed 

“* But above all, it is contradiéted by faf, our; pillars. being 
in clofe.contaét with each ‘other, as appears by. their furface 
holding water: whereas, had they been formed by-vtheir fub. 
flance [plitting on deficcation; great intervals muft have exilted 
between them. 

“ From all this it muft appear, that philofophers have not yet 
difcovered the procefs adopted by nature in the conftruétion of 
this beautiful and ftupendous wotk; but though we cannot pe- 
netrate the fecret-of her operations, it is with. pleafure we ad- 
mire her magnificence, ef{pecially when joined to the moft con- 
funimate neatnefs; aad.where are both fo abundantly difplayed 
a atrthe Giant’s Caufeway and its vicinity? The toils of a 
journey are amply repaid by the contemplation of fuch won. 
derful objeéts.”’ 


* Some travellers who have vifited our coafts in the flight and hafty 
manner in which they are.too generally infpected, even by philofo- 
phers, have picked up ftones, which cercainly exhibited marks of fire; 
but fuch only occur where they have iormed hearths for burning kelp ; 
yet thefe have been produced 4s {pecimens of fcorix. 

t Thefe had not been difcovered when Dr. Hamilton’s book was 
publithed. 

t Such water may be fuppofed to have got through chinks and clefts 
between the bafalt columns, &c. But it is always found as a kind of 
nucleus, within the moft compact part of the ftone, and inclofed in a 
glazed covercle, or glofly thell, which feems to have formed its nidus 
from the firit formation of its ftony bed. 

Letter 
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Letter from M. Otto, ory sas Plenipotentiary from the 
French Republic, to the French Prijoners of War. 


London, 8th Germinal (2gth March), Year 10 (1802), 
y ( 





My pesAR COUNTRYMEN, 
Haftento announce to you the figning of the’ Definitive 
Treaty, which at length enfures your fpeedy deliverance and 

return to your own homes. 

I participate in the tranfports of joy you muft feel at this 
happy moment—you are going’to fee again your wives, your 
children, and. your fricnds. You will find the:great family of 
the French, whom you left a prey to inteftine diviftons, happy 
under the proteéting hand of a wife and moderate government, 
You will find the arts that nourifh you, and the laws that proteét 
you, flourifhing. 

Let not this delicious fentiment become the caufe of trouble 
and diforder among you. Do not, by your impatience, retard 
the moment that is to reftore you to what is dear to you. Leave 
to government the care of makimg the neceflary preparations to 
fend you back to-your country. : The Englifh nation, to which 
you have given fo many proofs of conftancy and refigna 
tion,will do juftice to this lait effort which I require from 
you, and which you owe to your country and your own 
tranquillity, 

If there are ftill among you men, whom years of fuffering 
and captivity have been unable to cure of the {pirit of party, 
tet them: know, thatthere no longer exifts any fuch fpirit in 
France ; and that their hateful paflions will draw upon them, not 
only the contempt of their fellow-citizens, but the juft animad- 
verfion of a powerful and hereafter an immoveable government. 

Calm, if poflible, thofe painful fenfations which you have 
experienced for fo many years, and that irritation which a long 
captivity infpires againft thofe who are the apparent authors of 
it. Leave thofe fentiments in the bottom of your prifons; itis 
an odious recollection that ought not to accompany you to 
France. Your pat evils were infeparable from war ; the Eng- 
lith nation, become our friend, deplores them as much as you 
do. Their government have made efforts to foften them, and 
nearly 6000 of your companions have been fent back, without 
being exchanged, fince the figning of the Preliminaries. This 
is a benefit we fhould remember, becaufe it was voluntary ; all 
the refi belonged to the laws of a deplorable neceflity. 

For mytelt, deeply afflicted, for thefe two years, at your 
pains and your privations, I confider the happinefs of drying 
your tears, which have flowed too long, as the firft and the moi 
delicious of the fruits of peace; and I am about to labour, for 
the purpofe of accelerating, as much as polfible, the {peedy 
execution 
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execution of the article of the treaty that reftores youto your 
friends. 
I falute you, and congratulate you with all my heart. 
(Signed) OTTO. 

fThe mild and humane fentiments expreffed in this pleating 
letter, we earneftly wifh may prove to be thofe of the French 
nation in general. A lafting peace may then be reafonably ex- 
peéted, to the mutual advantage of both countries. | 





SUGAR FROM THE BEET-ROOT. 
OCTOR ACHARD has publifhed, at Berlin, the refults 


ab a fecond trial, made on a large fcale, to extraét fugar 
from the beet-root, under the direétion of a commiflion appointed 
for that purpofe by his Pruffian majelty. By thefe it appears, 
that 15°90 quintals of beet-root gave §952 pounds of raw fugar, 
45° quintals of refufe, and 100 ounces of fyrup. ‘Phirty quin- 
tals of beet-root , cultiv ated according to the procefs of Achard, 
gave each fix “pounds three ounces of raw fugar. 

The refufe may be employed as coffee, or to diftil {ptrit; and 
is more profitable for feeding cattle than beets themfelves. The 
raw fugar may be refined for every purpofe whatever. Ac- 
cording to a calculation made by the commiffion charged toexa- 
mine this difcovery, it will produce to Pruflia an annual faving, 
or rather an advantage, of about two millions anda half of rix- 
dollars. 








RELIGIOUS BACCHANALS. 


HE monaftery of Arcadi, in the ifland of Candia, contains 

nearly an hundred inhabitants, while about two hundred 

are difperfed over the lands belonging to the monaftery, and are 

employed in agriculture. The cellar is by farthe fineft part of 

the building. It contains two hundred cafks of wine, of which 

the choiceft is marked with the name of the fuperior, and no 
one may touch it without his permiflion. 

This cellar receives a folemn and annual benediftion, imme< 
diately after the vintage. The prayer, recited by the fuperior 
on this occafion, is printed in the Greek ritual: {tis as follows: 

Lord God, who loveft mankind, look on this wine, and on 


thofe that fha!l drink it; blefs thefe vellels,as thou haft bleifed 
the wells of Jacob, the filh-pool of Siloc, and the beverage ot 
thy Holy Apoitles, aga — didit condefce ne to be prefent 
at the marriage of Cana, where thou didft mz anit eft thy glory to 


thy difciples, by chenging water into wine, fe nd lthy Holy Spirit 
on this wine, and blefs it in thy name. Amen! 


Vol. 39. a BR y ufwer, 
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Anfwer, by J. Whittle, of Upway, to §. Murch’s Rebus, inferted November 30. 


AV is the paufe I deem, 
Which conltitutes your hidden theme. 


{We have received the like anfwer from I1. Humphreys, of Exeter ; and 
G. Coulman, of Broadhempfton. 





Anfwer, by T. Adey, of Pole, to 7. French's Charade, inferted February 22. 
if » OY "Ys Of ’ » 2n} 


RAVESEND, Sir, you had in fight, 
When your charade you did write. 


ttt We have received the like anfwer from E. Moon, J. Squance, Henry 
Humphreys, T. Whicker, and R. Sowdon, of Exeter; W. Mann, and S. Per- 
kins, of Afhburton; Juvenis, of Dorchefler; J. Lewis, of Poole; R. Maf- 
fert, of Saltath; Serjeant Afh, of the Exminfter Volunteers; and G. Coul- 
man, of Broadhemfton. 





Anfwer, by Agricola, to Muficcla’s Enigma, inferted February 22. 


1S ODGE fpied his Jane, as o’er the level land 

A She bore the Sherborne riddle in her hand: 

** Grant me a kils (quoth Hodge), and name befide 

** The happy day when you’ll become my bride.’’ 

** Both wil I grant (fays frolick-loving Jane) 

** TF you'll engage this riddle to explain.” 

Hodge gravely liften’d, while the fair-one read ; 

Now bit his fingers, and now {cratch’d his head : 

** >Tis, ’us” (quoth Hodge), while brifkly on his toe 
Jane flruck her crooked patten-ring—‘* ’Tis—O!” 

** Right Hodge (fays Jane), now drive away your forrow, 
** You’ve won your kifs, and I’l] be your’s to-morrow.” 


,* We have reccived the like anfwer from P. Gove, E. Moon, J. Squance, 
W. Strong, H. Humphreys, and R. Sowdon, of Exeter; T. Adey, and John 
Lewis, of Poole; R. Maffett, of Saltafh; C. Mackey, of Plymouth; Juve- 
nis, H.H. Tullidge, and W. England, of Dorchefter; |. Whittle, of Upway; 
R.T. of Tywardreath; W. Man, and S. Perkins, of Afhburton; Reclufe, 
of Awlifcombe; G. H. near Biidport; Serjeant Afb, of the Exminfler Vo- 
Juntcers; and J. Ninnis, of St. Agnes. 





A CHARADE, by Juvents, of Dorchefler. 
N Y firft conceals a foreign tree; 


My next a river’s ancient name: 
Both in conjun@ton plac’d you'll fee, 
One who afpires to magic fame. 





A REBUS, dy T. Adey, of Poole. 





Well-known bird you'll bring to light; 
LA. A vowel next muft come in fight; 
A town in Devon moft be told; 
The god of corn you'll now unfold; 
A meafare next you will propound ; 
A well-known name muff laft be found: 
The initials join’d, I make no doubt, 
4 town in Cornwall you'll find out. 


9 POETRY. 
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PR Oe 2% 


NCE more, my harp, I flrike thy trembling frings ; 
But not again to joy thy notes F raife! 
Grief o’er the chords her hand diftrefsful flings, 
And, faintly paufing, oft the fong delays. 


Mourn, mourn! around the grave of Roffell mourn! 
Ye great! ye young! ye gay! furround his bier! 
Alas! from ev’ry blifs thus early torn, 
He {peaks, tho’ mute, and fondly claims the tear! 


Peers of his greatnefs! fellows of his youth! 
Approach, approach! Lo! fallen from his round 
Is earthly dignity! Behold, with ruth, 
OF rank, of title, pow’r, the narrow bound! 


For him no more fhall pomp difplay her charms, 
Nor ceremony greet him with a {mile ; 

In flatt’ry veil’d no more fhall fervile fwarms 
OF {ycophants attend him to beguile. 


No more fhall friends around his board repair, 
Or join convivial in foft pleafure’s train ; 

The chofen few no more his thoughts fhall fhare, 
Nor the fill fenate liften to his ftrain. 


One tribute paid, and his career fhall clofe: 
The fepulchre fhall guard his honour’d duft; 

Within the houfe of death he hall repole, 
Nor wake till the revival of the juft! 


Ye! who with grief the holy rites have join’d, 
And feen his corfe in folemn fadnefs laid, 
Inftruted tarn! His flate with wealth combin’d; 
His fenfe; the beauty in his form difplay’d; 
The patriot zeal which glow’d within his heart; 
The gentle tear which tender pity drew; 
Avail’d not to repel the fatal dart, 
The with’ring band of death remorfelefs threw ! 


Ye poor! who throng one parting look to claim, 
In {pecchlefs ecftacy, onl broken fighs ! 

Your grateful forrow fhall embalm his name; 
Your faithful orgies waft him to the fkies1] 


Monody on Francis Duke of Bedford, who died March 2, 1802. 








On the RETURN of PEACE, 
HA balmy offspring of the courts above, 


Thou faireft emblem of immortal love! 
Thou com’ft—revenge and war forget to roar, 
And the {till world is hufh’d from thore to fhore, 

The rural throng, now fearlefs, on the plain 
Form the gay dance unto fome artle(s flrain; 
On the cool bank, with flowery verdure {pread, 
The fhepherd fondly clafps the blufhing maid; 
Culls all the ripening beauties of the ycar, 

And binds with flagrant wreaths her flaxen hair; 


While 
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While frifking lambs in playing gambols chace 

Their fleecy mothers round the peaceful place. 
Gay {pring advances, and o’er nature pours, 

With hand profufe, a thoufand verdant flores ; 

While youths and maidens jarful trip it round 

The lofty pole, with various fillets bound, 

With fragrant flowers, and blooming garlands gay, 

And numerous wreaths, the pride of teeming May: 

Then, firetch’d bencath the bay-cock’s balmy fhade, 

Shade the {weet feaft, with milk and Skeuadian made; 

Youth lollsat eafe along the fragrant earth, 

And hoary age partakes the general mirth. 

Harvefl comes on, and all the yellow plain 
Glows to the fun, and {wells with ripen’d grain : 
A fea of cars the laughing landfcape fills, 

The reapers’ fhoutsre-echo rouad the hills. 

See the bright fickles cach wide field invade, 

And rank on rank the yellow fpoil is laid ; 
Colle&ed next, and plac’d along the land, 

The well-bound fheaves in bountcous order ftand; 
Then cars or horfes the rich loads receive, 

And toil and Jabour gain a glad reprieve. 

There the young gleaners, an induftrious train, 
With fun-burnt hands colleéi the fcatter’d grain; 
And joyful from the labours of the morn, 

Return at night with little fheaves of corn. 
Shaded by flags from Phoebus’ fcorching beams, 
Where the ftill river rolls its filver ftreams, 

A cottage youth fits with his ruflic creed, 

And fings the ballads of his native mead. 

The afcending numbers fweep the level) plain, 
And diflant hills return the youngling’s {lrain. 

O’er the brown glebe, with perfeveting care, 
The whittling ploughman drives the fhining fhare, 
On either hand the parting furrow flies, 

As labour bids th’ obedient ridges rife. 

The chearful fower with full hands fucceceds, 
And fcatters future plenty as he treads ; 

Ere wintry winds the face of heayen deform, 
Or rains defcend, a hail, a clattering florm, 
The precious feed, with prudent thrifty toil, 
Is fafely buried in the friendly foil; 

So ardent hope can forward dart her eyes, 
And fee fucceeding fprings and harvefts rife. 

Difcord now flies with her extinguifh’d brand, 
And war and tumult leave each gladden’d land ; 
Fix'd in their ports, dilmantled navies hic, 

And harmlefs ftreamers flutter in the tky: 

No longer their tremendous cannons roar— 

In peaceful ranks they line the buly fhore. 

While eager commerce {preads her thopfand fails, 
And wins her way in fpite of hoftile gales ; 

From land to land dilperfing plenty flies, 

And {ees around her happineis arife. 

Thefe are the bleffings Britain's empire knows, 
Thefe are the bleflinpgs heaven-born peace beftows ! 
Offspring of God! O may’ ft thou ever flay 
In thetfe fair realms, while the bright pawer of day 

Does thro’ the zodiac drive his panting fleeds, 

May Britain’s ifle be full of peaceful deeds! 
May freedom triumph the wide world around, 
Till nature hears her tuneral trumpet found, 
Feels trom her trame al! energy retire, 

And fees her fyftem fink in its own fire! 
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